BIOLOGY 121 LAB – SPRING 2022
Instructor: Dr. William J. Mackay





E-mail: wjmmackay@yahoo.com
Office Location: KESH 114




Office Phone#: 814 440-7950

Office Hours: M 1-2; T 130-230; W 10-11; TH 130-230; F 10-12 (virtual, contact me for an appointment)
 Required LAB MANUAL: Biological Science I Laboratory Manual (Pearson Publishing)

Required: Indirect Vent Goggles 
Student Learning Objectives:

· Use the scientific method to problem solve.

· Operate general lab equipment.

· Identify and classify biological organisms

· Explain basic biological concepts 

· Communicate scientifically through written techniques

Assessment of Student Learning Objectives:

· Through performance of each lab, the student will use the scientific method to complete the exercise and answer relevant questions.

· Safe performance of each lab exercise can only be completed with proper use of lab equipment.

· Specific lab assignments or quizzes will test a student’s knowledge of biological organisms and concepts

· Students are graded on their clearly and thoroughly written answers to review questions on particular labs.

GENERAL LABORATORY INFORMATION 
1) Academic Honesty

Labs tend to be more informal than lectures, however grading is no less serious. 
Work that is turned in for a grade, however, MUST BE YOUR OWN. Copying from other students, publications/textbooks AND the internet is CHEATING. Any information you use from another source MUST BE REWRITTEN/PARAPHARSED INTO YOUR OWN WORDS. Your answers will be checked for copying/plagiarism. 

For any assignment/quiz, anything turned in for a grade, if the answer(s) are not in your own words, you and/or any parties involved will receive a “0” for the work for the FIRST offense. Any future offense will result in the student(s) being reported to the Office of Academic Integrity for further action.
 Please READ and ABIDE by the CCU Academic Integrity Code as stated in your Student Handbook.

2) Accessibility &Disability Act (ADA)

Coastal Carolina University is committed to equitable access and inclusion of individuals with disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Individuals seeking reasonable accommodations should contact Accessibility & Disability Services 

(843-349-2503) or https://www.coastal.edu/disabilityservices/).
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act indicates "title II and title III entities must permit service animals to accompany people with disabilities in all areas where members of the public are allowed to go." As such, service animals are permitted in lab settings at Coastal Carolina University. Emotional support animals are not permitted in lab settings unless it is approved as a classroom accommodation. Students with service animals are strongly encouraged, but not required, to inform lab instructors of the use of a service animal. This communication provides both the student and the instructor with an opportunity to discuss and plan for the safety of the service animal as well as any other safety concerns. Students and instructors should contact Accessibility & Disability Services (843-349-2503 or https://www.coastal.edu/disabilityservices/) regarding any potential accommodations or for support and assistance.
3) Assignments/Grades

a) Each week there will be a lab quiz or assignment of some type. Your instructor may even give a combination of quiz/assignment/homework. 

b) The quiz/assignment/homework is worth 25 points.

c) Specifics about the lab grade each week for your class will be provided by your instructor in the classroom.
There is a total of 10 labs each worth 25 points for a total of 250 possible points for lab work. Additional points throughout the semester are provided at the instructor’s discretion.

The comprehensive FINAL EXAM is worth 50 points. The final exam is NOT optional, regardless of your grade prior to the final exam. 
Thus, the MINIMUM possible total points for the lab class for the semester is 300.

Grades are based on the following point percentages:



A = 100-90%
B+ = 89%-86%
B = 85%-80% 
C+ = 79%-76%



C = 75-70%

D+ = 69-66% 
D = 65-60%

F = <60%
*****************************************************************************
LABORATORY POLICIES 
FACE COVERING ARE REQUIRED TO BE WORN AT ALL TIMES WHILE IN THE LAB ROOM
NO FOOD OR DRINK IS PERMITTED IN THE LAB ROOM!
 CLOSED TOED FOOTWEAR IS REQUIRED FOR EVERY LAB!!!! 

NO SHORTS or SLEEVELESS SHIRTS PERMITTED!
(If you are not properly dressed, you will be dismissed from lab and receive a “0” for that lab)
CELL PHONES OR ANY OTHER PERSONAL ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT ARE TO BE TURNED OFF AND PUT AWAY FOR THE ENTIRE LAB PERIOD! IF AT ANY TIME YOUR CELL PHONE or ANY ELECTRONIC DEVICE IS USED DURING LAB (particularly to locate an answer for a lab question) YOU WILL RECEIVE A “0” FOR ANY WORK GRADED FOR THAT LAB.
ATTENDANCE 

1) If you know ahead of time that you will have an EXCUSED absence from lab, it is YOUR responsibility to inform the instructor AND make up the missed lab work. 
You cannot make up missed lab work without written documentation of your excused absence. 

This documentation is due to the instructor upon your return to the next lab or via email depending on your health.
There will be make-up work ONLY for excused absences. Make up work is what is “deemed appropriate by the instructor.” Excused absences are defined in your Undergraduate catalog. 

2) You will receive a “0” on missed work due to an unexcused absence. THERE WILL BE NO OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE UP A LAB DUE TO AN UNEXCUSED ABSENCE. (Such as “I forgot”, “I overslept”, “I was driving back to campus” etc…..)

3) If you do not remain in the laboratory class for the ENTIRE class time, you will receive a “0” for any work that will be graded for that laboratory exercise.
4) ATTEND YOUR ASSIGNED LAB AND TIME. It also is very important that you be ON TIME to lab because it will START PROMPTLY. 

LABORATORY SCHEDULE for BIOLOGY 121 LAB
Week of Lab

LAB #

LAB TOPIC

Jan. 10/11

   **

Laboratory Introduction/Review of Syllabus/Safety Review

Jan. 17th – MLK HOLIDAY – NO CLASSES
Jan. 24/25

    1

Orientation 
Jan. 31/Feb. 1

    2

The Microscope
Feb. 7/8

    3

The Cell
Feb. 14/15
    4

Introduction to the Scientific Method
Feb. 21/22

    5

Practicing the Scientific Method (*)
Feb. 28/Mar 1
    6

Macromolecules



March 7th – 11th – SPRING BREAK

Mar 14/15

    7

 Understanding How Enzymes Function (*)
Mar 21/22

    8

Movement of Molecules Across Cell Membranes
Mar 28/29

    9

 Photosynthesis (*)
Apr 4/5

   10

Chromosomes and Cell Division 
Apr 11/12

   ****

FINAL EXAM – Comprehensive & Mandatory
(*) = lab exercise is NOT in the manual and will be provided to you in the classroom
